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Leading the Way Together

December 17, 2025

The Right Honourable Mark Carney, P.C., M.P.
Prime Minister of Canada

Office of the Prime Minister

80 Wellington Street

Ottawa, ON K1A 0A2

Sent via email: pm@pm.gc.ca
Subject: Joint B.C. Agriculture Letter Regarding Flooding in the Fraser Valley

Dear Prime Minister,

We, the undersigned, represent several agriculture industry associations from across British Columbia.
Together, our memberships include nearly 20,000 farm families who account for 96% of the farmgate
sales in the province. Our farmers contribute greatly to the B.C. economy, and the agriculture sector is an
important source of employment in many regions of the province, including the Fraser Valley.

At the time of this writing, areas of the Fraser Valley have been severely flooded by heavy rains and
overflows from the Nooksack River as it crosses from Washington state. While the full extent of the
damage from this event is not yet apparent, hundreds of properties in the region were evacuated and
hundreds more were at risk of evacuation. Among these properties are a significant number of farms,
whose operations will suffer substantial losses or at the very least be severely disrupted.

This experience has demonstrated the resilience of our communities since the disastrous flooding of
November 2021, which inundated more than 15,000 hectares of land, affected more than 1,000 farms
and 2.5 million livestock, and inflicted as much as $4.7 billion in property damages. Neighbours have
come to the aid of each other in acts of incredible kindness. But the challenges our farmers and
communities are currently experiencing in the Fraser Valley underscore the urgent need for investments
in the kind of infrastructure that we simply cannot do without if a disaster on the scale of November 2021
is to be prevented in the future.

Your predecessor committed to stand with our communities in their efforts to rebuild from the 2021 floods
and to support solutions that would improve the Fraser Valley’s resilience to future flood threats. The
Standing Senate Committee on Agriculture and Forestry, in its 2022 report Treading Water: The Impact of
and Response to the 2021 British Columbia Floods, also called on the Government of Canada to support
the planning and delivery of flood mitigation measures. However, despite these commitments and calls
for action for multiple quarters, we have not seen support more than four years later.

We believe that the Government of Canada must recapitalize the Disaster Mitigation and Adaptation Fund
(DMAF) in Budget 2026, including a significant increase in the amount of funds dedicated. This would
demonstrate to British Columbians and to all Canadians that your government is committed to finding
long-term solutions to the impacts of climate change, investing in preventive solutions now to avoid
extensive recovery costs and economic losses in the future.


mailto:pm@pm.gc.ca

Page 2 of 3

Beyond DMAF, however, reigniting previous dialogue about national infrastructure priorities is needed.
During the COVID-19 pandemic, the Government of Canada recognized agriculture as an essential
service for the purposes of numerous programs and policies. If Canadian farmers are to deliver
successfully on the essential needs of our communities, then future infrastructure investments by federal,
provincial, and territorial governments must account for the distinct needs of our sector. This includes the
unique vulnerabilities of farm operations to climate change and the complicated supply chains that
farmers rely upon to both receive inputs and transport their products.

Oftentimes, the movement of goods to and from farms is time-sensitive in a manner unparalleled by other
sectors of the Canadian economy. For example, a highway closure due to flooding or wildfire could
contribute to the loss of a crop into which years of work have been invested, not to mention the
implications for the food security of nearby communities, the welfare of animals raised on affected farms,
and more. Actively considering how agriculture interacts with and depends upon national infrastructure
will help ensure there are alternative means for these goods and services to travel and thereby increase
Canadian resilience to future climate events.

We have noted with interest that pursuing projects of national significance has been a major priority of
your government. However, to date, none of these projects have supported the infrastructure needs of the
agriculture sector. We strongly believe that such projects would meet your government’s stated goal of
“creating new trade and economic corridors to diversify our economy” and would strengthen food security,
which is itself an essential pillar of national security. Reignited dialogue on this can highlight opportunities
for government and industry to deliver on these critical infrastructure needs and address supply chain
vulnerabilities before relief is needed.

We acknowledge the ministerial joint statement delivered on December 16, 2025, by the Honourable
Eleanor Olszewski and the Honourable Heath MacDonald, and appreciate their readiness to advocate for
the province and our farmers and ranchers. But time is of the essence.

We recognize the demands on your attention and on your office’s resources from across the country, but
the severe and ongoing vulnerability of the Fraser Valley to flooding requires your urgent attention and a
dialogue about national infrastructure priorities can only happen at this time with your direction and
leadership. Should you require any additional information or details that may support these efforts, your
office can reach out to Danielle Synotte, BC Agriculture Council’s Executive Director, via email at
dsynotte@bcac.ca or via telephone at 604-854-4454.

Thank you for your prompt attention to this matter. We look forward to working together to support
farmers in the Fraser Valley, in British Columbia, and across Canada.

Yours sincerely,

Jennifer Woike, President Sudeshna Nambiar, Executive Director
BC Agriculture Council BC Blueberry Council
Casey Pruim, Board Chair Coreen Berrisford, Executive Director

BC Dairy Association BC Landscape and Nursery Association
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Jaék DeWit, President
BC Pork Producers' Association

Andries Quik, Chairman
United Flower Growers Co-operative Association

Brad Driediger, President
BC Poultry Association



