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PRESIDENT'S

Welcome to Ag Day 2025! On behalf of BC Agriculture
Council (BCAC) and its members, | would like to thank
you for your collaboration.

Today affords an important opportunity to reflect on
the year, both for producers and policymakers. It also
allows us to explore additional ways to work together
in the years ahead. It is our priority for this Ag Day to
begin a shift in the way that the agriculture sector is
prioritized. As you deliberate on policies and programs
that affect farmers, we ask you to keep in mind the role
of agriculture as an essential service.

Thinking of agriculture as an essential service means

deliberately considering how regulations, taxes, and fees

may impact farmers and ranchers as they work hard to
grow and raise the products our communities rely on. It also means properly resourcing
the ministries that work to support producers, as well as implementing policies such as
the ones found within this document. It means safeguarding the critical needs of the
sector so it can be a stronger economic driver in the future than it is today.

We are seeking a commitment from Government to ensure there is an operating
environment that empowers the B.C. agriculture sector to achieve its full potential.

We look forward to a productive day of meetings. As the Premier’s Task Force on
Agriculture and Food Economy demonstrates, there is strong alignment between
agriculture and the government's priorities. Open dialogue will help us deliver on them
for the benefit of our province.

Jennifer Woike
President, BC Agriculture Council
Egg Producer, Duncan, B.C.

SECTOR

British Columbia'’s agriculture sector is more than an industry — it is a
foundation of public well-being. Every day, it underpins economic growth,
food security, environmental stewardship, and the resilience of our
communities. Yet despite its essential contributions, agriculture has not been
formally recognized as an essential service in British Columbia. This limits the
sector’s ability to fully deliver on its potential to address key government or
public priorities.
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By formally recognizing the B.C. agriculture sector as essential, government
would be investing in a future-proof system that enhances public safety,
community resilience, and economic stability — while ensuring British Columbia’s
people, land, and food systems thrive together.

Recognizing agriculture as an essential service is not symbolic — it's strategic.




RECOGNIZING AGRICULTURE AS AN ESSENTIAL SERVICE

Treating the agriculture sector as essential means ensuring its critical needs are reliably met, so farmers and ranchers can keep supplying our province under even the most extreme conditions. This demonstrates a commitment to our province's
resilience and provides British Columbians with confidence that their food supply is under their own control. Further, as an essential service, the agriculture sector could also strengthen its ability to make meaningful contributions to some key public sector
issues and government priorities (e.g. public health or employment). Integrating agriculture strategies and its critical needs such as water and energy, can help achieve climate goals, economic growth, and resilient infrastructure for all British Columbians.

LABOUR

B.C. farmers and ranchers rely on temporary foreign workers (TFWs) to plant, grow,
and harvest food and other agricultural goods. Sudden reductions or restrictive
reforms in federal immigration policy risk immediate labour shortages, inflate costs
for consumers, and threaten food security, regional economies, and seasonal farm
businesses.

Forward Action: That the Government of B.C. proactively and formally advocate for
and implement a provincial safeguard protecting agriculture’s access to the federal
Temporary Foreign Worker (TFW) programs, emphasizing food security, economic
stability, and accountability.

The sector is committed to collaborating with government, farmers, and workers to
ensure a reliable, lawful workforce for B.C. agriculture. Proactive provincial leadership
now will safeguard our food supply, rural economies, and the wellbeing of workers —
while ensuring Canada’s immigration policies responsibly serve both labour and public
interests.

LAND

If we are to unlock the full potential of our province’s agriculture sector, then it is vital
that the little land we do have is being actively farmed and incentivized for productive

agricultural production. We are growing more concerned that the current tax
structure enables landowners to underutilize farmland for farming and instead use it
primarily for non-farm use. This is diluting the effect of the Agricultural Land Reserve
(ALR) and encourages developers to purchase farmland for other purposes.

Forward Action: To ensure this is achieved, we are calling on the Government of B.C. to

update the revenue thresholds for farm classification. These thresholds have not been
updated in more than 30 years and, as a result, do not reflect the modern realities of
farming. Currently, farm classification can be obtained for a property reporting annual
farm sales as low as $2,500.

Reviewing this legislation would ensure farmland is poised for growth and used for
agricultural production, and that municipalities receive appropriate taxation revenues
from lands that are used for purposes other than agricultural production. It would also
signal to British Columbians the importance the Government of B.C. continues to place
on food security.

WATER

There is no food without it. Farmers and ranchers cannot plant, grow, or harvest
without reliable access to water, and any long-term food strategy must ensure this
essential resource is secured for agriculture. Recently, the Premier’s Task Force

on Agriculture and Food Economy delivered a series of strong recommendations
to strengthen B.C.’s approach to agricultural water management. These must be
implemented in full while prioritizing the recommendations outlined below.

Forward Action: Clear the backlog of existing use groundwater applications that
were submitted prior to the 2022 deadline by automatically converting all existing
use applications to authorizations without further review. For users that did not
submit before the 2022 deadline, Government should streamline applications for
new groundwater use, with low-volume users automatically issued authorizations at a
threshold at or higher than domestic users.

As agriculture is essential to our communities and agricultural production needs water,
then it is essential that agriculture is actively engaged in watershed planning. As the
Premier’s Task Force has also recommended, the Government of B.C. must consult
with farmers and ranchers from the earliest stage of any watershed plan.

Further, as we plan for our future water storage needs, we continue to urge
collaboration with industry to properly reflect on B.C.'s agricultural diversity where
there is continuous demand for water, not just seasonal peaks. For example, unlike
seasonal field crops, greenhouses produce all year-round, making water availability in
winter and shoulder seasons critical.

COMPETITIVENESS

Currently, B.C. is the most expensive jurisdiction in Canada in which to farm.
This high-cost environment affects farm profitability as well as our sector’s
capacity to compete with imported product in our province, let alone
international markets. This is why we are seeking commitment from the
Government of B.C. to deliver on the recommendations from the Premier’s
Task Force on Agriculture and Food Economy regarding competitiveness,
prioritizing the recommendations outlined below.

Forward Action: Work in collaboration with industry to review and focus
government programs, services and resources on the subsectors, businesses,
products, and regional clusters with the greatest potential for growth and long-
term competitiveness—guided by sector data and detailed market and competitor
intelligence to understand where B.C. businesses are best positioned to compete
and ensure strong return on public investment.

At the same time, we need to clear away the tangle of unnecessary taxes and
regulations that drive up the cost of production. Such as removing the Provincial
Sales Tax (PST) from agriculture, aquaculture, and food-related inputs and
equipment, easing financial pressure on producers and processors.



OUR

BC Blueberry Council

BC Broiler Hatching Egg
Producers’ Association

BC Cattlemen’s Association

BC Cherry Association

BC Chicken Growers' Association
BC Cranberry Growers' Association
BC Dairy Association

BC Egg Producers’ Association

BC Fruit Growers’ Association

BC Grain Producers’ Association

BC Grapegrowers' Association

BC Greenhouse Growers’ Association

BC Hazelnut Growers Association

BC Honey Producers’ Association

BC Landscape & Nursery Association

BCAC

BC AGRICULTURE COUNCIL

BC Pork Producers’ Association

BC Potato & Vegetable Growers' Association
BC Poultry Association

BC Salmon Farmers Association

BC Shellfish Growers Association

BC Strawberry Growers Association

BC Turkey Association

BC Wine Grape Council

Fraser Valley Pea and Bush Bean
Growers' Association

Horse Council British Columbia

Organic BC

Peace Region Forage Seed Association
Raspberry Industry Development Council

United Flower Growers' Co-Op

1-2650 Progressive Way
Abbotsford B.C. V2T 6H9
T 604.854.4454

TF 866.522.3447

F 604.854.4485
info@bcac.ca






